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UNITED  STATES  DE^ATTHM^- ©t'  ^b^i^.TpIURE 
Bureau  of  Agril^ultural  Saon-^iog!^  1^ 

U.     Department  of  Agncuto 


Fos-i; 


E    FATS    AND    CITS  SITUATION 


SuiBmary 

A  preliininary  estiinate  cf  apparent  disappearance  in  the  United  States 
of  all  fats  and  oils,  both  domestic  and  imported,  for  all  purposes,  indicates 
a  Gons-Lunption  of  P,3C9  million  pounds  in  the  calendar  year  1937,  according 
to  the  Bureau  cf  Agricultural  Economics,    •  Tiiis  consumption  is  about  136 
million  pounds  more  than  in  1936,  -  and  a  little  over  5C0  m.illion  pounds  mxre 
than  in  1929,  the  peak  year  prior  to  1936,      But  this  total  refers  to  fats 
and  oils  collect i-(>ely  as  a  unit^  vmereas,  in  actual  fact,  changes  with  re- 
spect to  individual  fats  and  oils  -vere  as  significant  as  the  increased  cn- 
S'omption. 

The  400-million-pound  increase  in  ccnsuanption  of  cottonseed  oil  more 
than  equalled  the  decreased  cr-nsiam.pt ion  of  the  total  of  tv/o  im.ported  oils, 
coconut  arjd  rape,  and  cf  lard  and  other  domestically  produced  edible  animal 
fats. 

An  increased  use  cf  105  m.illion  pounds  cf  linseed  oil  and  30  r.illion 
pounds  cf  tung  oil  v/as  not  entirely  offset  by  the  decrease  cf  70  million 
pcijinds  of  perilla  oil  and  the  practical  elimination  of  hempseed  oil. 

Of  the  140  million  pounds  of  palm-kernel  oil  imported  in  1S37,  com- 
pared vfith  20  m.illicn  pounds  im.ported  in  1936,  12  million  pounds  were  "edible" 
and  128  million  poiands  "inedible  for  industrial  manufacture".        The  dis- 
appearance of  palm-kernel  oil  in  1937  was  more  than  100  million  pounds  larger 
than  in  1935  and  the  consumption  of  inedible  tallow  and  grease  decreased 
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abcut  66  millicn  pounds.     It  seems  evident,  therefore,  that  increasing 
quantities  cf  palm-kernel  oil  have  £,one  into  soap,      Palni-kernel  oil  is 
a  quick  lathering  hard  oil,  while  tallow  and  grease  are  slow  lathering 
soap  materials, 

in 

The  1^;37  increase  over,  1936^/consuinption  of  teaseed  oil  amounted 
to  about  21  m.illion  pounds,  more  than  offsetting  the  decreased  ccnsumpticn 
of  edible  olive  oil  end  sesame  oil. 

This  issue  also  provides  available  data  on  foreign  prrduction  of 
ccccnut,  palm  and  palm-kernel  oils,  olive  oil,  and  whale  oil, 

1938  prospects 

As  reported  last  m.onth,  it  is  still  expected  that  lard  production 
may  show  a-  definite  increase  in  1938,    Lard  stocks  on  February  1  amounted 
to  about  97  million  po\mds,  considerably  smaller  than  the  stocks  on  February 
1  last  year.      They  were,   however,  larger  than  the  February  1  average  of  91 
million  pounds  for  the  6  years  1930-34,      The  increase  in  lard  exports  since 
September  19  37  probably  reflects  to  a  considerable  extent  the  increase  in 
lard  production  during  the  fall  and  winter,  and  the  large  supplies  of  cot- 
tonseed oil.      These  larger  dcm.cstic  supplies  of  lard  and  cottonseed  oil 
resulted  in  a  greater  decline  in  prices  of  both  products  in  this  country 
than  in  foreign  countries.     This  change  in  price  relationship  caused  a 
cessation  of  imports  cf  cottonseed  oil  and  an  increase  in  lard  exports. 

Factory  butter  production  in  December  1937  vis.s  about  2  percent 
larger  than  a  year  earlier  and  nearly  8  percent  larger  than  in  November, 
If  the  usual  seasonal  increase  in  production  occurs  during  the  first  half 
of  1938,  production  vdll  average  considerably  higher  than  in  the  same  period 
a  year  ago.    Cold  storage  stocks  of  butter  on  February  1  were  lower  than  a 
year  earlier,  and  lower  th&ji  the  February  1  average  of  the  5  preceding 
years , 

Under  the  term.s  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  of  1938,  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  proclaimed  a  National  allotment  of  10,750,000 
bales  of  cotton  for  this  year's  crop,  compared  with  the  record  production 
of  18,746,000  bales  in  1937,      If  the  crop  is  held  within  the  allotment  it 
would  mean  a  reduction  of  about  40  to  45  percent  in  the  amount  of  cotton- 
seed oil  produced. 

The  probable  acreage  planted  to  flaxsrsed,  soybeans,  and  peanuts 
this  jrear  v/ill  be  indicated  in  the  Crop  Reporting  Board's  report,  "Pro- 
spective Plantings  for  1938",  to  be  released  by  the  Bureau  on  March  18, 
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Table-  1. -Apparent  disappearance  of  fats  and  oils,  1929-37 


It  eiu 

'.  1929  .' 

1930  ; 

1 

951  ; 

1932  ! 

1933  ! 

1934  \ 

1935  *. 

1936  \ 

1937 
1/ 

:I.Iil.lb.Mil.lb.I 

iT-' 

1 .  lb  .:>ai .  lb  .Mi  1 .  lb  .I^Ii  1-  lb  .i\Ii  1 .  lb  .Ml .  lb  .Ivlil .  lb 

-  - 

Cotton  oil 

:  1,585 

1 , 584 

1 

,315 

1 , 240 

1,295 

1,566 

1 , 441 

1,340 

1,752 

Coconut  oil 

:  657 

655  • 

587 

554 

574 

597- 

630 

640 

493 

Palm  oil 

:     ■  228 

245  - 

261 

'223 

257 

184 

305 

315 

347 

Soybean  oil 

:     ■  13 

18  ■ 

35 

39 

3^ 

31 

103 

225 

183 

Corn  oil 

:  137 

127 

105 

107 

123 

132 

131- 

151 

166 

Peanut  oil 

:  IS 

25 

21 

15 

14 

26 

122 

120 

111 

Rape  oil 

17 

16  • 

12 

9 

11 

10 

68 

67 

15 

Olive-  oil, edible 

95 

93  ■ 

76 

74- 

72 

•  62 

70 

64 

52 

Castor  oil 

■  69 

53  • 

3R 

4.4-  ■ 

4-4-' 

51 

60 

Sesame  oil 

-  30 

33  ■ 

53 

14 

14 

10 

57 

54 

50 

Palm-kernel  oil 

■  72 

45  • 

45 

18 

15 

24 

55 

50 

153 

Babassu  oil  : 













10 

36 

32 

Olive  foots  : 

43 

43  - 

56 

41 

43 

31 

■  32 

28 

21 

Sunflower  oil  : 

28 

1  0 

57 

26 

J- 

Olive  oil,  : 

inedible  : 

10 

7 

12 

12 

11 

■  11 

19 

12 

6 

Teaseed  oil  2/  : 





1 

1 

-I 

2 

7 

6 

27 

Other  3/  : 

10 

]_C 

1 



1 

3 

3 

6 

11 

Linseed  oil  : 

789 

544 

479 

358 

380 

417 

470 

485 

590 

Tung  oil           '  : 

110 

100 

91 

75 

104 

120 

133 

125 

155 

Perilla  oil      •  : 

6 

9 

12 

12 

27 

25 

64 

112 

40 

Hempseed  oil  : 

(2) 

(9) 

(20) 

(2 

Butter  : 

2 , 117 

2,134 

2 

,  247 

2 , 282 

2,254 

2,312 

2,207 

2,135 

2,158 

Ltira  : 

1,572 

1 , 548 

1 

,671 

1,776 

1,737 

1 , 619 

1,201 

1,431 

1,330 

Tallovx, inedible 4/ : 

515 

525 

566 

586 

567 

717 

718 

726 

676 

Marine  animal  : 

oil  _5/  : 

222 

132 

217 

190 

221 

227 

320 

366 

375 

Grease  : 

301 

284 

278 

277 

235 

304 

254 

299 

283 

Edible  fat  6/  : 

161 

143 

168 

112 

136 

172 

183 

253 

202 

Inedible  fat  7/  : 

23 

20  ■ 

14 

12 

14 

19 

21 

20 

16 

Tot  al  ] 

8 , 501 

S,443 

8 

,400 

8,075 

3,206 

8,688 

8,721 

9,173 

9,309 

1/  Preliminary  estimate, 

Zj  Import  s . 

3/  Includes  vegetable  tallow,  k-apok,  mustard,  and  oiticica  oils.    Does  not  include 

unr.amed  miscellaneous  items* 

4/  Factory  consumption, 

5/  Ivlarine  mammal,  fish,  and  fish-liver  oils. 

_§/  Includes  edible  tallow,  oleo  oil,  and  oleostearine, 

7/  Includes  wool  grease  and  neatsfoot  oil. 


Computations  ai-e  based  on  production  from  domestic  and  imported  materials,  net 

trade  in  fats  and  oils,  and  stocks. 
Figures  are  rounded  to  millions  without  adjustment  to  totals. 

Leaders  (  )  indicate  less  than  half  a  million  pounds,  or  not  separately  reported. 
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Table  2, -Price  per  pound  of  specified  fats  and  oils,  Jan,-Fe"b.j  1937-38 


7  : 

1938 

Fat  or  oil  : 

■ 

Feb .  ] 

Jan . 

Feb. 

Jan . .  * 

Cent  s 

Cents  .  : 

Cents 

C^nts 

Domestic  prices- 

; 

Butter,  92-score,  N,  Y.            .  : 

.34.2 

34.3  .: 

33.7 

31.1 

Oleomargarine,  domestic  veg. ,  Chicago  : 

16.5 

16.5  : 

15.5 

15.0 

Lard,  prime  steam,  Chicago  : 

13.6 

12.4  : 

8.3 

8.6 

Lard  refined,  Chicago  : 

15.0 

14.1  : 

10.5 

10.1 

Lard  compounds,  Chicago  : 

14.0 

14.0  : 

10.1 

10,3 

Coconut  oil,  edible,  N,  Y.  : 

11.6 

11.2  : 

6.5 

6,1 

Cottonseed  oil,  crude,  f.o.b.  S.E.  mills: 

10.4 

9.9  : 

5.2 

6,7 

Cottonseed  oil,  p.s.y.,  N.  Y.  : 

11.4 

11.0  : 

7.4 

Soybean  oil,  refined,  N.Y,  : 

12.2 

12.2  : 

3.6 

9.1 

Peanut  oil,  domestic,  refined,  N.Y,  : 

13. 4n 

13. 5n: 

10.  On 

10.  On 

Rape  oil,  refined,  N.Y,  : 

11.3 

11.4  : 

12,1 

12.1 

Oleo  oil.  No.  1,  N.Y.  : 

14.4 

13.3  : 

9.8 

9,5 

Oleostearine ,  barrels,  N.Y,  : 

12,0 

10.4  : 

7.6 

7,4 

Corn  oil,  refined,  N.Y.  : 

12. 9n 

12. 9n: 

9,3 

9.7 

Olive  oil,  edible,  N.Y,  ; 

23. 9n 

31. 3n: 

31. 3n 

27, 9n 

Sunflower  oil,  refined,  N.Y.  : 

12.6 

12. 3n; 



Teaseed  oil,  crude,  N.Y, 

14.7 

14. 7n: 

8.8 

8,5 

Coconut  oil,  crude.  Pacific  Coast 

9. On 

3.2n 

3.8 

3,6 

Tallow,  inedible,  Chicago 

8.8 

8.8 

5.3 

5,3 

Crease,  house,  N.Y, 

3.7 

8.5 

5.1 

4.9 

Palm  oil,  crude,  N.Y, 

6,3 

6.9n 

4.2 

4.2 

Olive  oil  foots,  barrels,  N.Y. 

:  10.9 

12.5 

9.3 

9.2 

Palm-kernel  oil,  denatured,  N.Y. 

8.5 

7.4n 

:  4.2 

4.2 

Babassu  oil,  tanks,  N.Y.  (futures) 

11.4 

10.9 

6.9 

6.8n 

Sardine  oil,  tanks.  Pacific  Coast 

:  6,4 

6.9 

:        0 .  o 

&  •  u 

Linseed  oil,  raw,  Minneapolis 

:  9.8 

9.8 

:  10.0 

9.8 

Tung  oil,  drum.s,  Atlantic  Coast 

:      14. 6n 

15.4 

:  15.6 

15,3 

Perilla  oil,  drums,  N,  Y, 

:  11.7 

11.6 

;  11.3 

11.1 

Soybean  oil,  crude,  f.o.b.  mills 

:  9.8 

9.9 

;  5,8 

6,1 

Menhaden  oil,  crude,  f.o.b.  Baltimore 

:  4.3 

5.1 

:        5, On 

5, On 

Foreign  prices-  1/ 

2/  4.0 

Cotton  oil,  crude,  naked,  Hull 

:  6.3 

6.5 

:  4,4 

Copra,  Reseca-da,  Philippines 

:  4.8 

4.3 

:  2/  1.8 

Palm-kernel  oil,  crude,  Hull 

3.2 

7.1 

:  4,9 

2/  4,7 

Whale  oil,  crude.  No.  1,  Rotterdam 

:  5,3 

5.5 

:  3,8 

2/  3,8 

Tallow,  beef,  fair-fine,  London 

:  6.8 

6.4 

:  4,8 

2/  4,7 

Linseed  oil,  naked,  Hull 

6.0 

5.9 

:  6.4 

2/  6,2 

1/  Converted  to"  U.S.  cents  per  pound  at  current  monthly  rates  of  exchange. 
2/  Preliminary.     Average  for  2  weeks. 


Foreign  production 


In  •'■.hiF!  issue  of  the  ^atg  end  Oils  Situation  available  dcta  on  foreign 
prodijction  of  coconut,  pain; -and  pe.ln-:cern9l  oil3,  and  of  oliva  >^il,  and  '^hals 
oil  are  prssented.    It  is  plar.n3d  to  present  the  foreign  production  data  for 
additional  coix"oditie3  nex-*-  uionth.  • 

Available  renorts  indicate  that  the  consurption  of  fats  and  oils  in  the 
United  Kin/?don,  Geman-^  France,  Italj,  an.d  the  Netherlands  ras,  as  in  the 
United  States,  lorgor  in  1337  than  in  1S36.    The  United  Kingdora  reports  a 
Qc-TKed  increase  in  ir.ports  of  oilseeds,  the  total  for  1537  being  3. 630  niillion 
pounds  compared  vvith  3,30o  million  pounds  in  I936.    The  principal  increase  was 
in  peenuts,  -^ith  some  gain  in  cottonseed  and  so7bea>is.     On  the  other  hend  there 
^as  a  sharp  decline  :in  copre  i^ocrts.  : 

Gerrp.aii7  was  the  largest  individual  i:aporoer  of  Oilseeds  in  Europe.  Total 
imports  for  1537  were  only  slightlj  larger  than  for  :193o;  "the  increa„se  was 
accounted  for  by  lau'ger  iiaports  cf  soTbeaLns,-  iaports  of  other  oilseeds  being 
smaller.    Gsrnan  inipcrts  of -anisal  fats,  includir^  whale  and  fish  oil  also 
vrero  larger  in  I937  than  in -the  preceding  jetir. 

Both  France  and  the  Kjth3rlands  report  inports  of  oilseeds  for  1937 
soae^-hat  abuve  thos^^  for  193S«    Pearoits  constituted  about  c2  percent  of 'the 
total  imports  of  oilseeds  into  France.    The  Netherlands  imported,  hydrogenated 
and  reexported  large  quantities  of  -.vhale  rnid  fish  oils,     Italy  reports  imports 
of  oilseeds  in  I937  more  than  double  those  in  I936. 

peanuts 

prospective  supplies  frora  India  are  reported  to  be  greater  than  for 
lejst  year,  but  the  crops  in  Africa  are  reported  to  be  smaller,  so  that  ship- 
ments from  that  origin  may  offset  the  lerge  shipments  from  Ir.dip. 

The  United  States,  ^th  a  1937  crop  of  peanuts  estimated  at  1,292,000 
pounds-,  remains  in  fourth  position  in  peanut  production,  being  surpassed  by 
British  India,  China,  ai'A  Africa. 

Domestic  crushir^s  reached  record  levels  in  the  three  seasons,  193^3^ » 
but  .even  then  less  than  23  percent  of  the  avp^ilable  siapply  '.vas  crushed,  by  far 
the  largest  .share  being  consumed  in  food  products.    In  the  rest  of  the  ^orld, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  peanut  is  of  primary  significance  as  an  oilseed,  ajad 
mijich  the  larger  portion  of  the  arjiual  ?/orld  production  of  from  15  to  20  billion 
pounds  is  cnashed  and  -marketed  as  peanut  oil  aad  peanut  cel<3  or  meal. 

Of  the  producing  countries,  only  China  and  Netherlcnd  India  export 
sigiTificant  quantities  of  peanut  oil.    The  bul]i  of  the  large  ©aropean  demand 
is  supplied  by  E-aropean  crushers  of  imported  peanuts,  more  than  20  percent  of 
which  come  from  British  India,  Senegal,  Nigr>ria,  and  China. 

The  character  of  local  consui^ption  of.  peanuts  in  the  producirig  countries 
varies  greatly,  but  e.  considerable  share  of  the  supply  retained  is  crushed. 
British  India  is  reta?. ning  e<n  increasingly  larger  share  of  the  annual  crop, 
only  about  20  percent;  of  ava,ilable  sup-ilies  "being  exported  in  1532-36.  Srports 
of  peanut  cake  and  meal  indicate  that  domestic  crushings  and  consumption  cf 
peanut  oil  were  large. 
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Table  3--  Peanutsj     Pi^oduction  in  specified  countries,  and  estimated  total, 
avereige  192U»27  and  1928-31,  roinual  1932-36 


Average  : 

t 

Country 

^192U-27 

1923-31- 

1932  \ 

1933  \ 

I93U  \ 

1935  : 

1936 
1/ 

Mil. lb. 

Mil. lb. 

Mil.  lb.! 

Mil. lb. : 

Mi 1.1b. J 

Mil.lb. tMil.lb. 

Asia  - 

British  India 
China 

Nether land  India  2/ 
Japanese  E'lpire  3_7 
Indo-China  &  French  India 

U,202  ! 
^77 

190  ! 
1  (52) 

5,697 

5I0 
25I+ 
U2  ) 

6,713! 

53^! 
292- 

39! 

7,^59! 
6,571 

532! 

306! 

32: 

U,220 
5,830 
U9U 
327 

39- 

J 

4,991  ' 
4,957  : 
475  : 
326  : 
42  5 

6,279 
6,053 
551 

Africa  -  (also  see  below) 
Senegal 

French  Sudan  U/ 

Ivory  Coast  5/ 

Other  French  West  h/  ^/ 

Nigeria  6/ 

Gambia 

EgJTt  &  Anglo-Egyptian 

Sudan  ! 
Other  Africa  jj 

99U 

89 

55 
(90) 
(355) 
(123)  • 

m  ' 

(52) 

951 
I9I+ 
190 
210 
(U6c) 
(153) 

53 
(60) 

1,037 

27U- 

56 

175 
(632) 

65 
^5 

1,257 

22U 

110 

137 

(637) 

(15;; 

33 
67 

1,0U7: 
2Ug 

91 

2l|U 
(323: 
(161: 

U7 
69 

1,257  • 
265  : 
87  ! 
265  1 
(618); 
1  (101)1 

UO 
45 

1,422 
(732) 

(lis) 

• 

North  Anerica  -  ! 
United  States 
Mexico 

82U 
li+ 

923 
13 

i,oUi 
11 

96s 

11 

1,123 
16 

:  1,303 
:  IS 

'  1,337 

Europe  - 
Spain 
Other  2/ 

U9 

55 
(3) 

U5 

:  7 

!  6 

'  47 
!  5 

:  47 
:  11 

13 

.192U-25' 

to 
[1927-23 

1928-29 

to 

1 1931-32 

a932-33 

i 1933-34 

: 1934-35 

i 1935-36 

a936-37 

South  America  - 
Argentina 
Other  27 

132 
!  21 

!  131 

19 

:  173 
!  21 

:  229 
:  21 

!  205 
!  22 

:  250 
J  21 

t 
t 

Africa  - 


Belgian  Congo  10/ 

:  170 

1  233 

242- 

248; 

Mozambique 

:     (S3)   »  (S9) 

(45) 

(S2) 

British  South  11/ 

:  (56) 

!  71 

73 

96: 

Angola 

:  1 

15 

!  17 

65: 

Madagascai?* 

»  33 

1  IS 

!  14 

!  6: 

Australia 

\  2 

\  6 

!  2 

3I 

Philippine  Islands  12/ 

• 

1  9 

> 

I  10 

i  9 

I  8: 

Estimated  total  - 
Including  China 
Eiccluding  China 


,132    :10,386  :' 11,703 
i  : 


254 
(101) 
63: 
13: 
5: 
: 

9: 
i 

7 


I9,409t  15,516 
12,338:  9,687 


(250) 

(124) 

106: 
34: 
6s 
: 

6: 
8: 


117 


15,6511 
10,694: 


Continued  - 


Production  in  sptrciiied  coiantries,  and  estina^ted  total, 
192U-27  and  192S-3I,  anniaal,   1532-3b  -  Cont'd. 


Prelir.inary . 

ITative  crops  only  01  Java  and  Mad^ora. 

Includes  Kwantiin^,  Taiwan,  Cliosen,   and  Japan  proper.    Does  not  include 
Mancliuria. 

Upper  Volta  included  vith  Ivory  Coast  IS3O-32,   divided  oetvreen  Ivory- 
Coast,  ITiger,  and  French.  SudeJn,  1933* 

Includes  ITi^er,  Frsncii  Coneroon,  French  Squitorial  Africa,  Dajaoney, 
Fr'-nch  Guinea,  Mauritania,,  r^Jid  To^. 

Includes  the  mandated  territory  of  Gnneroon  which  is  a^ttached  to 

Nigeria  for  adninistrative  purposes.    S>rports  fror.  Gajncroon  are  not 
separa,tely  reported  since  1925. 

Includes  Port'j^ucse  Guinea.,   Italian  Sonalilano,  Eritrea,  Kenya  a.nd 
Sierra,  Leone. 

Includes  'J.S.S.R.  ,  Bulgaria,  -Cypr^as,   ItaJy,  and  Turkey. 

Includes  Paraguay  a.nd  Uruguay. 

ICj    Includes  the  Belgian  nanda-te  Soajida-Urundi  for  1  9 30"* 32  an-  pro"bai)ly  for 
all  years  but  source  d^ta  a,re  not  clear. 

11/    Prior  to  153^  these  da.ta  include  Tanganyika,  Union  of  South  Africa, 

iTorthern  Shodesia,  Southern  Rhodesia,  Nyasaland  (European  plantation 
crops  Only  as  native  crops  are  not  reported)  ,  and  Mauritius, 
1936  includes  only  TaJiganyika  and  UniJn  of  South  Africa. 

12/    Years  ended  J-^one  3C. 


Conpiled  fron  official  sources  c:.nd  International  Institute  of  Agriculture. 
J'ig'jres  in  parentheses  are  interpola.tions  'oased  on  trend  of  production 
or  on  exports  if  no  production  data  are  availaDle.    Deta.iled  explajiations 
of  interpolated  data,  a- re  on  file  in  the  Division  of  Statistical  and 
Historical  Research,     Interpolations  amd  estimates  included  in  total. 
Figures  ro^onded  to  millions  without  adjustment  to  total. 
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Copra 

"Exports  of  coconut  oil  and  copra,  in  terms  of  oil,  tassed  thp 
2-1)111  ion-Doijjnd  mark  in  1929,  dropoed  "below  it  in  the  next   3  yt^ars,  and 
ha,s  "been  over  2  "billion  pounds  in  -^ach  -'^^ar  since  1^32.     T'herp  ai-^  no 
accurate  data  showine:  world  production  of  copra,  for  a  very  lars;e  t)roportion 
of  production  is  from  native  holdin5;s.     The  Imperial  Economic  Committee 
reports  that   it  in  "believed  a  cons id^ra'ble  increase  in  rorld  acreas^e 
occurred  "b^twe'^n  1Q20  and  1^30,  but  that  extension  in  plantina:s  has  "b^^n 
slight  since  that  dat°.     Th":^  _spm=  so^irc"  ^-stimatps  that  local  consumption 
of  coconuts  and  coconut  "oroduc^s  in  the  producin.°"  countri-^s  accounts  for 
pro"fca'bl.7  two-fifths  of  th^  world  output. 

The  Philipoin'^  Islands,  Ceylon,  and  British  Malaya  ar^  the  principal 
exporters  of  coconut  oil,  the  Philiooinps  alon^  iDrovidin?  n-^arly  half  of  the 
oil  entering  into  international  trade.     Thp  United  States  imoorts  much  raorp 
coaxLut  oil  than  any  oth-^r  country,   som- timps  taking:  nearly  half  of  v-orld 
exports.     Netherland  India  exports  mor-^  copra  fnan  any  oth^r  producing: 
country,  accounting  for  over  two-fifths  of  the  world's  total  in  recent 
years.     The  United  Statps  usu?„lly  imports  morp  coora.  than  any  othp.r 
country,  "but  was  exci-pded  "by  G-prmany  in  193^  and  193^.   (Sep  o.  10,) 

Palm  oil  and  palm-kernel  oil 

The  fruit  of  the  oil  palm  nroduc^s  two  kinds  of  oil,  palm  oil  from 
th*^  p'^ricarTj  or  fleshy  loart  aad  "oalm-kernpl  oil  from  thp  kempl  or  seed. 
The  oils  are  quit^  different  in  characteristics,  toth  ar^  used  in  food 
and  in  soap,  "but  palra-k^rn  ^-l  oil  has  thp  samp  quick  lathprin^  aualitips 
as  coconut  oil,  and  is  thprpforp  a  particularly  dpsira'blp  soap  insTPdi t-^nt . 
Thp  oil  palm  is  native  of  tropical  Africa;  Nie:pria  is  the  most  important 
■exporter,  accounting  for  nparly  one-half  of  the  palm  kpmpls  entprin? 
world  trade.     Large  pstatp  nlantines  "began  in  Nethprland  India  and  British 
Malava  as  early  as  1^10,   and  production  of  "both  kinds  of  oil  has  incrpased 
rapidly  in  thesp  countries  as  new  areas  h^ve  come  into  "bearing. 

World  production  data  arp  not  availahlp  and  tradp  figures  are  in- 
comtl^tp,  but  thp  "bpst  available  estimates  indicate  \i'orld  exports  of  palm 
ksrnels  in  terms  of  oalm-kemel  oil  for  1931  at  abo  i^"  5^7  million  pounds. 
The  total  increased  to  221  million  loounds  in  1936,  but  preliminary  estimates 
indicate  some  reduction  in  1937-     Palm  oil  r-nteri ng  into  world  exnorts  in 
1931        estim.ated  at  about  570  million  pounds.     Total  estimates  for  1937 
are  not  yet  available  ^-  for.  I936  the  pstimate  is  olaced  at  somewhat  over  a 
billion  pounds.     (S^p  t.ahle  5^-) 


Preliriinarj'  esti'^ates  of  olive  oil  production  1537~3'2  season,'  show 
a  total  of  2,1SU  r.illion  pounds  conpared  y/ith  1,692  nillion  pounds  the 
previous  year  and  2,056  r.illion  pounds  in  1S35~3^'  general,  olive  oil 

has  no  close  conpetitor,   Dut  con^.paratively  £:-.all  arounts  of  corn  oil,  sesane 
oil,  teaseed  oil,  pnd  sone  other  r.inor  oils  are  used  to  supplenent  or 
adulterate  olive  oil,     (See  tahle  7») 

WhgJLe  oil 

The  fineJ.  report  for  wh.ale  oil  production  for  the  1337-33  season 
will  not  "be  availaole  for  so~e  weeks,  "but  the  latest  reports  indicate  that 
the  catch  will  "be  larger  than  tha,t  of  the  preceding  season,  "but  not  as  lejrge 
as  was  expected  at  the  "beginning  of  the  season.    Production  for  t'ne  Antp.rctic 
season  1936-37  2nd  the  1537  sur-er  catch  in  ITorthem  waters  totaled 
1 , 102  r.  illion  poijnds,  which  was  larger  than  returns  for  eny  other  season 
except  lS3C'-31i  sno-jmting  to  1,353  million  pounds  of  oil,     V.Ticale  oil  is 
oeing  used  in  increasing  quantities  in  the  nanufacture  of  cl.eonia,rgarine  in 
E-jropean  co-jntries,     (See  taule  6,) 
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Taule  5«~    Pain  kernels  in  terns  of  palr.-k-^mel  and.pal"i  oil:  Experts 

fvora  principal  producin.;,-  coijmt ries ,  1S31~37 


PADt  11'  Tims  »T  ?jlLi>/l-KSPlISL  OIL 


Countrv 


Africa 


1S31    !  1932      ll-'33    i  lr3^    !  1335    .'193^  i/!  1937  1/ 


Mil.ll3.  Mil. lb.  Mil.ro.  Mil. 1^.  MilJ.t.  Mil. 11:.  Mil. Id 


British  West 

314 

395 

323 

362 

Uoo 

U35 

French  Vfest 

109 

127 

105  ■ 

139 

Ibc 

Belgian  Con^o 

U7 

57 

:    .  62  . 

.6U 

67 

PortngssQ  West 

17 

lo 

ly 

17 

lo 

1  0 

Angl 3 -Scypt  i :^r-  Sudan- 

5 

3 

.  7 

3 

9 

S 

Other  Africa.  ; 

s 

7 

7 

u 

— 

Total  Africa  : 

500 

607 

523 

573 

635 

7U9 

655 

Asia  -  ; 

IT  ether  Ip.nd  India 

12 

IS 

2^ 

2S 

■^0 

J 1 

39 

British  Ma"' 

1 

1 

2 

J 

7 

South  America  - 

Brazil 

lU 

0 

. ..  ^  . 

1  c 

-  / 

10 

1^ 

G-rand  total 

:  527 

635 

bOl 

679 

321 

731 

FALM 

(^IL 

Africa  - 

British  lest 

26s 

265 

:  292 

.257 

326 

372 

Belgian  Cong'O 

SI 

35 

115 

99 

125 

13^ 

French  West 

:  62 

51 

52 

56 

90 

102 

Portugese  V/est 

10 

G 

9 

9 

(s) 

Other  Africa 

4 

2 

3 

Total  Africa 

:  '426 

U23 

543 

620 

Asia  - 

Netherland  India 

135 

137 

256 

267 

^16 

331 

British  Malaya 

10 

13 

23 

^55 

66 

Grand  tot?J. 

:  571 

620 

:  757 

72-6 

319 

1,067 

1/  Prolininarv. 

ess  th' 

\n  500.000 

DOTondr, , 

Compiled  froin  crficial  sources.  International  Yearbook  of  Agricultural  Statis- 
tics, and  H.M.F.     Faure  and  Coinpany.     Figures  in  parentheses  are  interpolated 
estir,.ates,  1957  estimates  from  Frank 'Fehr  i.  Company.  

Season:     The  fruit  from  which  palm  oil  is  extracted  is  produced  continuously 
throughout  the  year,  but  it  is  not  always  evenly  distributed  over  the  months 
of  the  year.     It  is  reported  that  in  Netherland  India  the  yield  is  greatest  in 
August-Kfvember  and  lightest  in  January-February  and  May-June. 
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Table  7, 


Olive  oil:     Production  in  sDeciiied  countries,  ^-jeax  average 
1927-22  to  103I-.32,  annual  1532-3^  to  1937-3S 


Country 


Africa  - 


1927-23 

to 

imiLi2 


Mil.  lb 


1932-3: 


iS3-^-3^ 


193^4-35 


Mil.  lb  i:il.  lb  .Mil.  lb  i:il 


Suropa  and  Ania  - 

Spain 

i  373 

767 

63^+ 

6  so 

963 

360 

1/  333 
U95 

Italy  2j' 

=  ^433 

333 

51s 

i;36 

33^ 

Greece 

200 

232 

270 

19'4 

160 

316 

Portugal 

120 

72 

165 

U9 

116 

60 

190 

'Turkey 

U6 

77 

Uo 

55 

^1 

55 

so 

Syria 

25 

9 

35 

23 

27 

20 

30 

France 

lU  . 

26 

]0 

2U 

13 

20 

15 

Yugoslavia 

ii 

3 

9 

9 

■  7 

\ 

6 

Palestine  ; 

6  I 

3 

2 

2 

■  20 

7 

22 

Cyprus 

3 

7/ 

1/ 

(2) 

1 

r 
0 

Albania 

(^) 

u 

1^ 

Tunisia 

92 

132 

132 

122 

132 

I2U 

120 

Algeria 

51  " 

:       "30  " 

~  13" 

35 

29 

lU 

35 

French  Morocco 

22 

IS 

16 

25 

14 

22 

17  ' 

Tripolitania 

7 

b 

5 

5 

b 

1 

2 

North  Africa  - 

United  States  4/ 

-  1 

1 

2 

1 

■  1 

\ 

2 

Estimated  v/orld 

total  57 

!  1,906 

1,39^4 

1,7^0 

l,33U 

2,056 

1,692 

2,1SU 

1,/    Rocigh  estinate. 

2/    Includes  Italian  Aegear^  Islands  from  1927-23  through  193'4-35. 
X'    Less  than  500,000  pounds. 

4/    Factory  production  for  the  calendau"  year,  i.e.,  1932  shovm  in  1932-33 
The  total  is  summation  of  data  in  thousands  an.d  includes  some  minor 
int erpolati  ons . 


Compiled  from  official  sources,  the  Intemat icnal  Institute  of  Agriculture, 
and  reports  of  the  Paris  office  of  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 

The  harvesting  of  olives  in  the  above  countries  occurs  betveen  October  and 
February,  the  exact  period  varying  with  the  country.     Since  the  finest 
oil  is  made  from  fruit  fully  ripened  on  the  trees,  harvesting  for  oil 
production  is  toward  the  latter  part  of  the  period.     It  is  believed  that 
reported  olive  oil  production  refers  in  all  cases  to  edible  olive  oil. 
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Table  S.-  Oleoaargarine :    liaterials  used  in  manufacture,  United  States, 

1937-33 


1937  ! 

193s  : 

Percentage  of  total  fats 

Item 

Annual 

'      Dec.  ' 

Jan.  ' 

1937  : 

1938 

* 

Annual 

:      Dec.  : 

Jan. 

1,000  lb. 

1,000  lb.' 

1,000  lb.: 

Percent 

Percent  : 

Percent 

Oleo  oil  ! 
Oleostearine  ! 
Lard,  neutral  ! 
Oleo  stock 

12 , 2U0 

3,3^5 
1,7^3 
1,303 

703  i 
256  ! 

191  ! 

U5 

832  : 

313  : 
II+9  : 
72  : 

4 
1 
1 

1/ 

2  : 
1  : 
1  : 

1/ 

2 
1 
1 

1/ 

Total  animal 

18,636 

1,195 

1,366  ! 

6 

4  : 
1 

4 

Cottonseed  oil 
So3^bean  oil  ! 
Peanut  oil 

Com  oil  ! 

171,667 
31,579 
2,797 
l,7UU 

18,970 
2,736  • 
1U5 
161 

21,531  i 

315  ! 
!  261 

52 
10 
1 
1 

62 

9  ! 

1/ 

1  ! 

60 
12 
1  1 
1 

Total  domestic  ! 
vegetable  2/  : 

207,787 

22,012 

'26,539 

64 

72 

74 

Coconut  oil 
Babassu  oil 
Palm-kernel  oil 
Palm  oil 

73,^37 
lU,b06 
7,9^6 
1,063 

6,225 
516 

'  4,759 
2,13s 
919 

23 
5 
2 

I  1/ 

20 
2 
2 

13 

6 
3 

Total  foreign 
vegetable  3/ 

97,053 

7,1+05 

\  7,si6 

30 

24 

22 

Total  fats  find  oils 

323,476 

30,612 

i  35, 721 

100 

100 

!  100 

Milk 

Other  miscellaneous 

!  72,260 

18 ,  ^hk 

6,6S2 
1,359 

7,936 
:  2,120 

Grand  total  ^/ 

i  Ui3,iU5 

1+2,618 

i 42, 313 

Oleomargarine 
production 

i  397,207 

1+0 , 723 

i  1+0,476 

1/    Less  than  one-half  of  one  percent.     2/    Ordinarily  domestically  produced. 
3/    Never  domestically  produced;  includes  1,000  pounds  sesame  oil  in  1937- 
4/    These  are  revised  totals  based  on  late  information  and  are  not  the  summation 


of  the  individual  items  shov/n.  Individual  items  will  be  corrected  when 
revised  data  become  available. 

Compiled  and  computed  from  reports  of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue. 

Percentages  have  been  arbitrarily  adjusted  to  equal  100. 


